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17 April 2014 
 
Hon Campbell Newman 
Premier of Queensland 
PO Box 15185 
CITY EAST QLD 4002 
 
Dear Premier 

Alarming issues raised in Auditor-General’s report must be addressed 

Basin Sustainability Alliance is a landholder based group that formed in 2010 in 
response to growing concerns about the rapid expansion of the coal seam gas industry 
in Queensland, and indeed across Australia.  We have many concerns about the impact 
this industry is having on our land, water, agricultural industry, our lifestyle and the 
future of our State.  At the heart of the issue is our genuine fear for the future 
sustainability of the Great Artesian Basin and potential loss of groundwater for farming 
and regional communities.  

The Queensland Audit Office’s report on the ‘Environmental regulation of the 
resources and waste industries’ released recently puts a spotlight on many of the 
issues that BSA has been raising over the past four years.   

Many times we fear our concerns have been somewhat disregarded. To see the audit 
report state that “EHP is not fully effective in its supervision, monitoring and 
enforcement of environmental conditions and is exposing the state to liability and the 
environment to harm unnecessarily”, must surely have caught your attention.   

One year ago, the ABC Four Corners television program uncovered some serious 
allegations in relation to the approvals of Australia's largest coal seam gas 
developments - Santos' $18 billion project and QGC's $20 billion project in Southern 
Queensland.  

The program uncovered a flawed approval process revealing that the companies 
weren’t required to supply enough information for an informed decision to be made 
about environmental impacts. Despite this, various government agencies permitted 
the developments to go ahead.  The ABC report stated that under the previous 
Government, ‘groundwater impacts’ were not to be considered in the approvals 
process for CSG applications. 

Despite the seriousness of this matter, over the past twelve months, we have seen no 
clear communication from government on how it plans to ensure that projects that 
have already been approved will be subject to appropriate environmental scrutiny. 

Now the Auditor-General’s report confirms that there has been, and continues to be, a 
defective system for environmental approvals and monitoring.  That situation will only 
get worse until a clear message is sent that the “free for all” of the previous 
government approach is over.  
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We have been informed that the standard of applications for environmental authority 
applications is falling.  We also hold grave concerns about way the CSG companies are 
applying to amend Environmental Authorities to allow for expansion of activities 
permitted without appropriate assessment or disclosure of risks. We have a recent 
example of QCG applying to amend an EA to allow for ‘tight gas’ production – when 
the risks of this type of activity have not been assessed.  (We are writing to Minister 
Powell specifically on this particular matter.) 

The Government’s push to fast track approval for coal seam gas development is 
causing landholders and rural communities enormous angst. We understand the desire 
to cut red tape, but that should not mean less environmental protection or under-
resourcing the departments that have the critical role of implementing the processes.  

We do not feel protected by an ‘adaptive management approach’ that seems to be 
based on a reactive - ‘let’s wait until it’s broken and then we’ll try and fix it’ – approach 
rather than proactive approach.   We do not have faith that the government is 
proactively caring for the environment and agriculture.  The Auditor General’s report 
has validated our fears. 

We are concerned that wording in environmental authorities is too vague; and while 
companies are required to put in place plans, protocols and planning constraints, there 
is no auditing or independent assessment of compliance taking place.  

We would urge environmental conditioning improved so that there is a legal 
framework that requires plans and infrastructure to be properly certified before 
construction and before it becomes operational – similar to the way certification by an 
independent certifier is required in the building industry. 

We would like to see better resourcing of DEHP and CSG compliance unit to ensure 
appropriate time and expertise is dedicated to conditioning and monitoring.  

We know that you want the best for this State.  We urge you to take seriously the 
concerns raised in both the Four Corners report and the Auditor General’s report.  We 
request specific advice on how the Government is going to effectively audit CSG 
operations (including drilling of wells, impacts on underground water, treatment of 
produced water, and land and soil impacts). 

We would be happy to meet with you or Minister Powell to discuss our concerns and 
your plan to deal with this very serious situation.  We look forward to hearing from 
you. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
 
__________________ 
David Hamilton 
Chairman, Basin Sustainability Alliance 
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CC: Hon Andrew Powell Minister for Environment and Heritage 
Protection   
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